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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iraq
February 17, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to Iraq that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
on Long-Term Health Care in Dover,
New Hampshire
February 18, 1999

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you very much, Governor; to our pan-
elists. I’d like to thank the mayor, the numer-
ous State legislators who are here, city coun-
cil members, and county commissioners and
others. I’m delighted to be back here and
delighted to have a chance to meet with all
of you and to hear from our panelists about
an issue that I had a lot of conversations like
this about in 1991 and 1992 in New Hamp-
shire.

I came here to talk about the health care
needs of our people, what we can do to ad-
dress them, and the special responsibilities
we have now as a result of the aging of Amer-
ica. As all of you know, the number of people
over 65 is going up dramatically. When the
baby boomers retire, we will have double the
number of people over 65 we do today. And
that imposes all sorts of challenges on our
country, on the Nation as a whole and on
the States.

I want to compliment the Governor for the
marvelous work that she has done here in
New Hampshire, taking full advantage of our

children’s health program, which, as she said,
was part of the Balanced Budget Act. We
think it will enable us to provide health insur-
ance to at least 5 million of the 10 million
children in our country who don’t have it if
the States will vigorously implement it. And
New Hampshire has done a terrific job. And
I also appreciate the work she’s done on
health access, disability, and other issues.
We’ll talk about some of that today.

Our panelists today are going to talk about
a number of the health challenges we face,
the right of patients to have proper health
care, and you talked about the right to sue.
As you know, I tried very hard last year, and
I’m trying again now to pass Federal legisla-
tion which would give people the right to
seek redress from HMO’s if they suffer
wrongfully. We want to talk about how hard
it is for small businesses still to provide cov-
erage. We want to talk about the health care
needs of the elderly and children and people
with disabilities.

As I said, all of these health care needs
are going to be complicated by the aging of
America. They’re going to be complicated by
the fact that as we live longer, more and more
of us will need some sort of long-term care.
And that’s why one of the things in our bal-
anced budget is $1,000 tax credit to help fam-
ilies defray the cost of providing long-term
care for elderly or disabled loved ones.

We also, because health care is improving,
we’ll have larger numbers of people with dis-
abilities who deserve the chance to go to
work, if they can work, to have health care,
to live to the fullest of their abilities.

I believe that we need to see this in the
context of a larger picture. But I would like
to say just a word about the discussions that
will inevitably be held about a problem that
we could—no one would have believed if we
had talked about it 6 years ago in New
Hampshire or 7 years ago, and that is what
to do with the surplus. [Laughter] That was
an inconceivable discussion in 1991 and 1992
in New Hampshire.

There are all kinds of ideas—let me just
say that because we have a challenge with
the aging of America, which affects not only
those who will be seniors but their children
and grandchildren—I can tell you as the old-
est of the baby boomers, one of the things
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